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Global biodiversity Target 3

Some important aspects:

• Ensure and enable that by 2030 at least 30 per cent of terrestrial 
and inland water areas, and of marine and coastal areas …

• are effectively conserved and managed… and equitably governed

• ... recognizing and respecting the rights of indigenous peoples and 
local communities, including over their traditional territories.



State and territory levels of protection (source: CAPAD 2022)

Jurisdiction % of 
jurisdiction
protected

Contribution to
NRS (%)

Average size 
(ha)

ACT 55.94% 0.08% 2,586

JBT 84.08% 0.00% 2,799

NSW 10.2% 4.81% 3,477

NT 24.88% 19.73% 394,545

QLD 8.83% 8.99% 12,501

SA 30.2% 17.49% 14,758

TAS 42.31% 1.7% 1,727

VIC 17.64% 2.36% 867

WA 30.13% 44.81% 41,003

External - 0.03% 2,648

Australia 22.1% 100.00% 12,223

30% by 2030?



Effectively managed? Funding very low

• Comparative figures 2018 (Source R. 
Hill private research)

• Values-based adaptive management –
fewer than one quarter (226) of Qld 
protected areas have such plans in 
place 



Recognise Indigenous governance? Not really … 



Success of 
Indigenous 
Protected 
Areas 
(Federal) 







What can we do?

• Recognise IUCN governance diversity to expand area
•  Queensland/NSW/Victoria Indigenous Protected Areas (voluntary 

agreements)
• State jointly governed protected areas – Private/Pastoralists plus 

Indigenous/Traditional Owners (voluntary agreements)

• Increase funding for management



Thanks

• Dr Ro Hill
• Principal, Ro Hill Environmental Consulting
• Adjunct Professor | James Cook University Cairns Institue
• E rohill2421@gmail.com M +61 448801941
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